In one of his more popular and accessible essays, 'Postscript on Control Societies ' (1995, pp. 177-82) , the late French philosopher Gilles Deleuze, reflecting on Foucault's later work, sketched the evolution, in late modernity, from disciplinary societies to control societies. Whereas the former were characterised by the emergence and reproduction of what Deleuze called order words that is, codes that embodied, and helped construct a particular order, the latter now tend to abandon all desire for, and all will to structured order. In post-disciplinary societies the issue no longer is the construction and maintenance of a particular order (e.g. through discipline) but the control -through the deployment and circulation of mere passwords -of situations. Situations are local, or localised. They are singular. The mere control of situations does not require order words. On the contrary, order words -and the resulting construction of order, or orders that supersede local situations -are to be avoided at all cost. Indeed, order words simply block off the proliferation of singular situations, each controlled by their own, singular passwords. Order words break up, wash over and actually, in their very attempt to universalise, destroy local, singular situations and their local, singular passwords. In control societies there is no longer any need for the construction and maintenance of a particular, supposedly 'universal', order. What is needed here is the mere control of situations, as and when they emerge and develop. Passwords, not order words, are needed in control societies. Passwords regulate and control the modalities of access to situations.
Passwords vary from situation to situation. 'Control', in control societies, is a matter of unrelenting, indeed relentless modulation. In his book on the neo-tribal outlook of late modernity, Michel Maffesoli (1996) gave an illustration of such modulation. In the late modern age, Maffesoli claims, situations are neo-tribal, that is, individuals shed their individual self by joining tribal gatherings where, in mute non-communication, they share particular consumptive experiences. Each of those gatherings is coded, if you wish, by the particulars -aesthetic as well as affectiveof the consumptive and indeed often hedonistic experience in question. Access to neo-tribal gatherings is regulated and controlled by the application and circulation of passwords (Deleuze might have said) that organise collective consumptive experience there and then, in that particular location. Neo-tribal codes and passwords change, or modulate incessantly. Gatherings take place and break up incessantly. Individuals join them and leave them at whim. There is, in neo-tribal late modernity, no overarching code that structures the application and circulation of codes and passwords, apart from, of course, the code that says, 'Lose yourself in mute consumption!' Even if the latter is to some extent an overarching or universalising code, it is one that has little, if any, effect on the particularities of the relentlessly proliferating codes and passwords in everemerging and dissipating neo-tribal gatherings. The consumerist code of late modernity serves no other aim than consumptive experience, that is, the consumption of the here and the now. This code is no longer geared towards the construction of (a) future (see also Hall et al. 2008 ). The consumption of sheer life in the very second of the present is the only issue at stake here. The regulation and control of access to such experiences is the only thing that matters. No longer is the eye fixed on a horizon of possible futures. No longer then is it necessary to really communicate with others. Real communication is communication about, and towards change. The mute sharing of consumptive experience in the split second of the present suffices.
Let us be clear. The late modern code of neo-tribal consumerism is only one mode of what Deleuze called post-disciplinary control society. In control society modes of control -like codes and passwords -proliferate, dissipate, disassemble and re-assemble unrelentingly, unfettered by an overarching code (whether legal, moral, aesthetic, biological, physical, or other) that would otherwise have structured or funnelled them. Put differently, control society is another name for a particular form of life. A form of life (the term has Nietzschean antecedents) is a more or less coherent constellation of practices, experiences and operational 'logics'. One could call it a 'way of life', although the word 'form' might be more appropriate to hint at its ever-ongoing formation and modulation. The aim of this chapter is to explore the form of life that is control society and provide a brief outline of its origins. Those origins, it will be argued below, are to be
